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Abstract

Over the past decade, the topic of sex ratio at birth (SRB) has caught a lot of attention of demographers, researchers, policy makers and the public. Vietnam is one of the five nations which SBR stands at the highest point (over 110 boys per 100 girls). This study analyzes data from CHILILAB, a community-based periodic Demographic-Epidemiologic Surveillance System in the period 2005 – 2011, in order to provide a picture of the SRB in Chi Linh district, Haiduong province suggesting the indirect evidence of prenatal sex selection. Total 5.181 children, who were born in the studied area from 1/1/2005 to 31/12/2010, were analyzed. Results show that the SRB in Chi Linh has increased up to the ratio of 112 boys per 100 girls in the period 2005 – 2010. An attempt to alter the normative SRB has been proven as analyzing SRB by parity and sex of previous children. Among children, who have only older sisters, the SRB increased to the level of 135 boys per 100 girls. The SRB among third children was extremely high, which is at 167 boys per 100 girls in the families. Higher SRB levels are closely associated with mother occupation, mothert’s education levels and household socio-economic status. The SRB was higher among children whose mother was working as housewife, sellers and service providers or being unemployed; whose mothers had gotten high school education or lower and whose household has more prosperous quintiles. This work demonstrates the high imbalance of sex ratio at birth, suggesting that the prenatal sex selection existed in Chi Linh district. It therefore raises the needs for more researches to provide direct evidence of sex selection and timely interventions to balance SRB.     
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