Research question:
Does secondhand smoking in Thai pregnant women delay the time of first tooth eruption in infants?
Gap of knowledge
The deciduous teeth are very important to the development of infants. They not only help to hold space in the jaws for the permanent teeth and align them into correct position 1()
, but also permit infants to chew and speak properly. Smoking is very common in Thai people, especially among males. Women and children are also affected by their behaviors. This leads to a high prevalence (29.8%) of secondhand smoking exposure among Thai women aged 15-49 years 2()
. Many studies have been conducted about the negative effect of smoking during pregancy on the children 
 ADDIN EN.CITE 

(3-6)
, especially on the time of first tooth eruption 
 ADDIN EN.CITE 

(7, 8)
. Being aware of such risk factors, we can help improve the dental development of infants. However, little is known about this association in Thai population. Hence, we conduct this study to determine whether secondhand smoking during pregancy period delayed the time of first tooth eruption in Thai infants. 
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