Research question
What are risk factors of oral clefts in Vietnamese children? 
Gap of knowledge
Among the malformation diseases in the development process of the face, oral cleft lip and palate is the most common and serious not only in the developing countries such as Vietnam, Laos, and Thailand but also in the developed ones. There have been many studies so far providing helpful knowledge related to both genetic and environmental risk factors. Smoking and alcohol drinking are two main risk factors concerned most in Vietnam, since most of Vietnamese males smoke and drink alcohol, and the prevalence of secondhand smoke exposure in women is relatively high (72.3%). However, there has been no previous study of oral clefts and their associated factors so far in Vietnam. 

