The prevalence of anemia, thalassemia and iron deficiency in Phnom Penh, Cambodia
Introduction  
Anemia is a global public health problem affecting both developing and developed countries with major consequences for human health as well as social and economic development. It occurs at all stages of the life. Hemoglobinopathies have been widely reported in many populations of Southeast Asia, with the prevalence of α-thalassemia ranging from 5-15%, β-thalassemia from 1-20%, and Hb E from 4-60%, according to the region and country sampled [
]. Anemia is most health problem in many countries, in particular, developing country [
]. 

To date, very few studies have been conducted in Cambodia and prevalence rates for hemoglobinopathies have only been accessed in a small number of subjects, living either in rural communities or in refugee camps outside the country [
, 
, 
]. Recent study on anemia among reproductive age women reported a half of anemic group are still anemic after iron-folic acid supplementation [
].  
It is therefore in question whether thalassemia and hemoglobinopathies are responsible for the existing anemia. The present study was undertaken to assess the current prevalence of anemia, thalassemia, and iron deficiency and to demonstrate the health burden of anemia in relation to thalassemia and iron deficiency among anemic subjects in this region. 
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